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WHEN GURU NANAK CAME

The 15th and 16th centuries have a very important place in
human history. It was a period of change, awakening,
enlightenment, resurrection and revolt. The people had become
fed up with the high-handedness of the priest class and their hollow
rituals, materialistic outlook, meaningless ceremonies and spiritless
worship. Great atrocities were committed in the name of religion.
Egois of several kinds. But the ego of religion is the most dangerous
and develops even into human barbarities. This sets one religion
against another and creates bad blood between man and man. The
weak have to suffer at the hands of the strong. History tells us that
early Christians in Europe had to suffer terrible tortures. They
were herded together in an arena to face hungry lions. When the
beasts tore them apart and began to eat them, the persecutor tyrants
enjoyed the scene and acclaimed the play. Sometimes these
Christian victims were tied to poles and lighted as torches in the
Roman assemblies and banquets. Thus, the Romans satiated their
religious egos. Similar and much more horrible and inhuman
atrocities were committed in India in the name of religion. The
shameful treatment meted out to the Sudras (today called scheduled
castes) by higher castes were in no way less barbaric. This was
also done in the name of religion. In the same way the atrocities,
tyrannies and humiliating degradations inflicted on Hindus by
bigoted Muslim rulers were also in the name of religion and to
satisfy their egos. The person inflicting, by this arrogance of
religious ego, these atrocities considered that he was performing a
very noble and sacred function which would earn him a direct entry
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to heaven. But in reality he climbed down to beastly animal level.
It can only be an inhuman beast who can order a living human
being to be placed in a boiling kettle, have red hot sand poured on
another’s head, flay people alive, remove their skulls and hack them
limb by limb. Not only this, it is only such a beast of a man who
can massacre small children and put them in their mothers’ laps.
Sikh history is an unending tale of such sufferings and sacrifices.

At that time, in the subcontinent, the Brahmin andQbaei
reigned supreme. The Brahmins had manoeuvred in such a way
that the brainy and intellectual part of the masses was locked away
in their self-seeking custody. The reading of scriptures and other
books of knowledge and teaching to select pupils was their main
function in life. No other caste could interfere in this matter. If a
low caste person happend to listen toviaé Mantrared hot molten
lead was poured into his ears. All others functioned as instruments
only of the Brahmin priest. Even of the ruler, he was the undisputed
adviser. Amongst the Muslims, even this camouflage was lifted.
It was straight th€azihimself who held court and tried cases and
pronounced judgements.

The priest class amongst the Hindus and Mohammedans as
well as Christians monopolized in their own way their different
gates to heaven and salvation, where their followers could buy the
admission tickets.

It was in this context that people revolted against the priest
class. This change came about almost in every country in the world;
in India, Asia, and also Europe, i.e., in Hinduism, Islam and
Christianity. We find that in Europe great thinkers appeared in
these two centuries, like Martin Luther (1483-1546) in Germany,
Calvin (1509-1564) in France, Zwingli (1484-1531) in Switzerland,
Hugh Latimer (1490-1555), Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) in
England, John Fisher (1459-1535), and Tindal (1656-1733) and
Coverdale (1514-1568), who were modifiers of the testament.
Consequently, those who protested against the Roman Catholic
priests came to be known as Protestants. Amongst Muslims the
movement of Sufism started.

In India, Bhagti Marg took its birth as a rebellion against
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Brahmin priesthood. This was spearheaded by Rama Nand, Kabir,
Nam Dev, Ek Nath, Jai Dev, Chaitanya, Valabh Acharya, Ravi Dass,
Pipa, Sadhna, Beni, Trilochan, etc. This rebellion or awakening
was in protest against formalism, ritualism and ceremonies shorn
of spirit reality. This movement was a tirade against superstition
and blind faith. All the old stale ideas, philosophies and formalities
were trashed and recast. All this effort, this change and evolution
was like churning curd, which brought forth the butter, in the shape
of Sikhism.

Guru Nanak was born in 1469. The conditions in India which
prevailed at that time can be known from Guru Nanak Dev’s own
words. InRag Asahe says :

No one feels compassion on simply seeing a person.
Tanfs Sftmt wfenr & Ife 1l

For, without “lubrication” no one will move.

sefeslfez ad s afe

The ruler administers justice when his palm is greased.
I fon@ 39 ofg Ife 1l

No one is moved in the name of God.

Id yefe & WS 3fE 1|

Nanak says : They have human forms and bear
ostentatious names.

H'EH H33 3769 &M |l

But their deeds are of dogs who wait at the door for food
and orders.

JI&t I3T =fg gIHG |

This depicts the conditions of corruption and injustice
prevailing at that time amongst the people as well as the rulers.
This description would perhaps be even more appropriate for the
conditions prevailing at the present moment.

As regards the political degradation, the Satguru saysdn
di Var:

Sin is the King, Greed the Minister, Falsehood the Mint-
master.

g Yy gfe g HI3™ I3 It fraeg I

And lust the Deputy to take counsel with, they sit and
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confer together.
I 39 Afe ye gfg gfo 99 dterg 1l
About the subject people also, the Satguru has reprimanded,
remonstrated thégnorant and respectless for foolish
submission as such :
The blind subjects, out of ignorance, pay homage like
dead men.
widt 3wz famis feget 3fg 33 Haeg Il
The Satguru has also referred to the Hindu mentality of
slavishness in the following words Asa di Var:
They tie a loin clothd3t), a sacrificial markfgar), and
rosary, yet live on those whom they ddlhlechhas
g3t fear 3 AUTEt Og HEET UTet |
They perform Hindu worship in private, yet they read
the scriptures of Mohammedans and mimic their
manners :
wi3fg yar usfa 397 HaH 3997 Il |
The conditions then prevailing are very vividly and
comprehensively mentioned in the followisglokasof Asa di
Var :
Those who devour men, read tienaz
HEH 4T Jdfd faam II
Those who ply the dagger have sacred thread on their
necks.
gt =anfefs 3 91fs 31 11
In such people’s houses, the Brahmins blow their
Conches :
35 wig gore yafag am= |
And they relish the same food.
Sa 3 niefg &t A |l
They trade in lies with the capital of falsehood.
33t IH g3 TUTg ||
And earn their livelihood by speaking lies.
33 9f8 Fafa »rarg i
Decency and faith are remote from them.
HOH UGH o 39" €13 Il
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For, Nanak, falsehood prevails everywhere.

35 93 Jfan FUfa i

With all their sacred marks on the forehead and their
loin-cloths tucked in behind,

HE fear 3f3 a3t st |

They are butchers of the world, with knives in their hands.
afg gdt 7913 I |

To be acceptable to the ruling class, they wear blue
clothes.

3ts TRz ufafa J=fg ugee Ii

They earn their living from those whom they call
Malechhasyet they worshig?uranas

HE3E Ug 8 Udld UT'e i

They eat meat of a goat killed in the Mohammedan
fashion with the unutterable words pronounced on it.
WITRT I IS FATT YT ||

Yet, they allow no access to their cooking squares.
983 Qufg fai & A 1|

Having smeared a place for cooking purposes, they draw
a line around it;

23 g8ar gt Ia I

And sitting within, false as they are,

Gufg nife 8 gfmma i

They say : Touch not ! Do not touch it !

W3 fge 2 uzs fae

For, this food of ours will be polluted.

feg ig wirmsT fe2 1l

But their bodies are already defiled with their foul deeds,
3fs fe2 83 F3fs |

And their hearts are false even while they rinse their
mouths.

Hfs 96 g8t 335 I

Says Nanak, we should worship the Truth;

JIJ &ad g e o

If we are pure, we shall obtain it.

Hfg 32 37 Hg uE ||



46 THouGHTS OF BHAI ARDAMAN SINGH

Thus, the Satguru has pointed out the weaknesses in both
the rulers and ruled, Mohammedans and Hindus, and misguided
people of every school of thought, irrespective of any class, creed
or personality.

As a contemporary and an eye-witness, the Satguru has given
a very moving and graphic account of the bloody happenings during
Babar’s invasion of India. He saysRag Asa

They who wore beautiful tresses and the partings of
whose hair were dyed with vermilion.

fre fafg Aafs e Hisht e Hgg 1

Have their locks now shorn with scissors, and dust is
thrown upon their heads.

A g a3t Hatifs, 913 fefg »me afs 1)

They dwelt in their palaces; now they cannot find a seat
in public.

Ha& niefg Jeh gfe gafe & Hafs agfa nall

Hail, Father ! Hail !

WTeH ST Wl ||

O Primal Being, Thy limit is not known; Thou makest
and beholdest the different phases of existence.

wife yay 397 »iz & uenr Ifg afg Tufa 217 nalgagi

When they were married, they appeared beautiful near
their spouses;

Heg Hinm dmidini &3 Aafs utfH |

They came in their sedans adorned with ivory;

J3St 9z e € b3 13 I |

Water was waved round their heads, and glittering fans
over them.

Sudg uEt erdm 38 fevafs utfi N2l

They had hundreds of thousands waiting on them sitting,
and hundreds of thousands waiting on them standing.
fea &y ®afs gfgam By sdfs g ||

Eating coconuts and dates they sported on their couches;
it gaTa gk WiEfs A 11

But now chains are on their necks, and broken are their
strings of pearls.
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35 91f% fAsar urdnt 3afs HEATMT 1131

Wealth and beauty which afforded them pleasure, have
now become their enemy.

Us "gg efe 24t 3¢ fast a8 da sife i

The order was given to the soldiers to take and dishonour
them.

I & ganTfent 3 98 uf3 I Il

If it pleases Him, He giveth honour; and if it pleases Him,
He giveth punishment.

7 f3g g2 2 =fsnret a4 g2 of marfe usl

If they had thought of Him before, why should they have
received punishment ?

»dl @ 1 9 37 ez S AeE |

But they had lost all thought of God in joys, in spectacles,
and in pleasures.

AIT BIf3 et dfgr 3R grfe o)

When Babar’s rule was proclaimed no prince ate his food.
ggg T3t fefg aret Ifeg & It wfe nuil

Some lost their five times of prayer, others their hours of
worship.

fedar 2uz ynremifa feasr uar #fe i

How shall Hindu women now bathe and apply frontal
marks without their sacred squares ?

983 foz fdeaehr 58 fea sefa ofe 1

They who never thought of Ram are not now allowed
even to mention Khuda.

IH & Jag 9f3€ gfe Fafe 5 1 yerfe ngi

Some return to their homes; others go around and enquire
about the safety of their dear ones.

fefa wig niefg »ud fefg fifs fifs uefo 7y 1l

But some are destined to sit and weep in pain.

feas Bd fsftmr gfa gfg d=fag gy

What pleaseth God, O Nanak, shall happen; What is
man ?

7 37 92 7 g aad fam™ gy 1191144l

Where are those sports, those stables, and those horses ?
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Where those bugles and clarions ?

JJT H 8% 39%T WS 9J7 3d AISTEL |

Where are those who buckled on their swords and were
mighty in battle ? Where those scarlet uniforms ?

JIJT { 3T Ir3d(3 ITT H B'S It

Where those mirrors and fair faces ? They are not to be
seen here.

JIIT H WIIHMT Ha €3 wE ferfa adt nal

This world is Thine, O Lord of the earth.

feg 79 39 3 JFTEl Il

In one moment Thou establishest and disestablishest;
Thou distributest wealth as Thou pleasest.

g w3t Hfg gfy Ggg 7g 2z @2 Iiet nagagl

Where are those houses, those mansions, and those
palaces ? Where those beautiful seraglios ?

JIJT H WT ©d H3U HI&T 9J7 H 89 AT I

Where are those easy couches and those women, a sight
of whom banished sleep ?

I H AF AUTE IHfE far 2f ate 5 uret )

Where is that betel, those betel-sellers, and those fair
ones ? They have disappeared.

JIITH UTS 5B IIHT I gret HTET 1=l

For wealth many are ruined; this wealth hath disgraced
many.

fer 79 Iafe wet fearFt fefs 79 wat ynret 11

It is not amassed without sin, and it accompanies not the
dead.

ynyT grgg Je ardt v mif & Arel o)

Him whom the Creator destroyeth, He first depriveth him
of virtue.

fm & »ifl e 3937 yfi BT Sfamiret 1311

Millions of priests tried by their miraculous power to
restrain the Emperor when they heard of his approach.
3t g uig @afa Iare A7 Hig Afenr arfen ||

He burned houses, mansions, and palaces; he cut princes
to pieces, and had them rolled in dust.
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g6 HIH 78 faa Hed His Hfe Ifea geiem i

No Mughal hath become blind no priest hath wrought a

miracle.

JE HATZ & Inft i {98 & uggr &hem 11811

There was a contest between the Mughals and Pathans;

the sword was wielded in the battle.

HITS UsTE I8t BI1Tt I Hia 397 =9t |1l

One side aimed and discharged their guns, the others

advanced their doped elephants.

Eat 3ua 31z gmEt Gt aRf3 fazret |

They whose letter hath been torn in God’s court must

die, my brethren.

e ot gidt Tagm0 uret 351 Haar gt 1yl

There are the wives of Hindus, of Turks, of Bhattis, and

of Rajputs.

feq fdeeat »iegd 39t Ifenat saarat |

The robes of some were torn from head to foot; the

dwellings of others became their places of cremation.

fege Ude g ya ute feda™ @/ HATaT |

How could they whose beloveds came not home pass the

night ?

fied g3 wdt & nifen 35 fa@ 3fs fearat ng

The Creator acteth and causeth others to act; to whom

shall we complain ?

W 9d IdTe II3T faAS wify gEre 1|

Misery and happiness are according to Thy pleasure; to

whom shall we go and bewail.

T WY 33 ¢ I famd wrfe gomehat |

The Commander is pleased in issuing His orders; Nanak,

man obtaineth what is allotted to him.

gaH! gafi g feamh aad fsfim urehat 1111921

Guru Nanak Dev so deeply felt the pain that he made a

moving appeal to his Creator and even remonstrated with Him at
the great suffering the people were put to. His mention about it is
reproduced here :

Babar ruled over Khurasan and hath terrified Hindustan.
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YITHTS YAHTST ST fIer3Tg samfent ||

The Creator takes no blame to Himself; it was Death
disguised as a Mughal that was let loose.

i) H & Ot 9937 7Y Jfd Ha1® g3Tfen ||

When there was so much slaughter and lamentation, and
groaning, didst not Thou, O God, feel compassion ?

231 v ueh qame 3 ot wae & wirfenr ||

Creator, Thou belongest to all.

93" 3 AFST I Al Il

If a tyrant slays a tyrant, one is not angry;

H AI3T HA3 I8 W13 3T HIS 97 & It lIuigargl

But if a ravening lion fell on a herd, its master should
show his manliness.

AI3T Hig 13 U =4t AR 7T ygATet ||

The dogs (Lodhis of Delhi) have thrown away the
priceless inheritance; when they are dead, no one will
remember them with regard.

I35 feanfs feae I3t wfewr /g & et ||

O God, Thou Thyself joinest and Thou Thyself separatest
—lo! This is Thy greatness.

g A3 feg3 i 2y 3t =f3mmet 12l

If any one gives himself a great name and enjoys himself
to his heart’s content.

73 8 gde T HE 9d HS T ||

In the Master’s view, he is as a worm which nibbleth
corn;

YA Sedt 3T »iie 33 gdt € 1|

But he who while alive is dead, may gain something, O
Nanak, by repeating the Name.

Hig Hfg 2 37 fag U@ a/ad & 24T& 1131UI3E

Then again iflRag Tilangthe Satguru movingly describes :

As the word of the Master comes to me, so do | make it
known, O Lalo.

A A w2 yAH off g2t 3T adt famrs @ 378 1|

Bringing a wedding party of sin Babar has descended
from Kabul and demands by force “wealth and country”
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as bride.

uny ot He & g grfent A3dt Hal €16 2 &7& 1|

Qazis and Brahmins are swept aside, the devil presides
over marriage service.

I gHE o I1% g4t wide U A3TE 2 B8 |

Muslim women read the Quran, and in suffering call upon
God.

HASHS M USfg 3397 IAE Higadfa yaife @ 13 |

Hindu women of high or low castes all meet the same
fate.

T3 Aot 3fg fdeeehr efo St SR wfe 2 o3 11

They sing the paeans of murder, O Nanak, and smear
themselves with saffron of blood.

Y3 d Afo8 Iremfg 376d 93 o dg uTle @ B3 I

Nanak sings the praises of the Master in this city of
corpses, and expresses his thoughts.

Hfog d 91 &76d 92 HRYG fefg »ig Ha®T 1|

He Who created all and assigned them different positions,
looks on them sitting alone unattached.

fafe Quret Sfar geret 8o 28 =fy feae 1|

True is the Master, true His decision, and true also His
command.

AT B ATfdg AY 3URH AT foni§ 391 HRST ||

When bodies shall be cut like shreds of cloth; Hindustan
will remember what | say.

IfenT JUT e oI JHT fTIEA3s AHTSH 58T ||

Coming in '78 Samvatl578) departing in '97 (Mughal
Humayun left - A.D. 154@amvatl597) and then shall
arise another disciple of a hero (Sher Shah Suri took over).
niefs We3d A6 AZae I St @t Hae o 38T I

Nanak utters the Word of the True One, for now is the
time to proclaim the Truth.

HY ot I3t &g M HY AETEHt A o 887 11013114
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